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Legislative Session Ends Early

The First Regular Session of the Sixty-Sixth General Assembly, which began on January 10th,
ended on Friday, May 4th, with lawmakers finishing a record five days early.

The CSFCA supported 8 bills and 6 have been signed into law or will likely be signed or become
law. Only two bills supported by the Association were lost, for a 75% approval percentage. The
Association did not actively oppose any legislation this session, but monitored a number of bills for
impact on the fire service.

Following is a summary of the status of bills of interest to the fire service on the last day of the
session:

Senate Bill 07-007, Concerning the Qualification as a Volunteer Firefighter for Purposes
of a Volunteer Firefighter Pension Plan.

Bill Summary: In the case of a municipality or district volunteer firefighter pension plan, modifies
the existing definition of a "volunteer firefighter". Identifies additional types of benefits and
payments that are excluded from the definition of "compensation".

Status: 04/02/2007 Governor Signed into law.

Notes: SB 7 expands the types of payments that firefighters may receive for their services and still
be considered volunteers for purposes of pension eligibility under the Volunteer Firefighter Pension
Act.

Senate Bill 07-043, Concerning An Exemption From Civil Liability For Certain Health Care
Providers Who Render Emergency Assistance To Persons Injured In Scholastically
Sponsored Competitive Sports.

Bill Summary: Exempts from civil liability certain licensed health care providers who, in good faith
and without compensation, render emergency care or emergency assistance, including sideline or
on-field care as a team health care provider, to an individual injured from engaging in a
competitive sport sponsored by a school, college, or university.

Status: 04/02/2007 Governor Signed into law.

Notes: The bill was amended to include emergency medical technicians and was expanded to cover
sporting events sponsored by any league, club, or organization that promotes sporting events.

Colorado State Fire Chiefs’ Association ® 9195 East Mineral Avenue B Centennial, Colorado 80112
Phone: (720) 847-8116 M Fax: (720) 862-2181
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 3945 M Englewood, Colorado 80155
www.colofirechiefs.org



CSFCA Legislative Update May 5, 2007

Senate Bill 07-151, Concerning the Enforcement of an Offense Involving Failure to Use
an Appropriate Vehicle Restraining Device.

Bill Summary: Makes it a primary offense, punishable as a class B traffic infraction, for a driver to
operate a vehicle without the driver, certain children, and all front-seat passengers wearing a
fastened restraining device.

Status: 04/12/2007 House Second Reading - Lost

House Bill 07-1008, Concerning Workers' Compensation Coverage for Firefighters Who
Contract Certain Types of Cancer.

Bill Summary: Requires that, under the "Workers' Compensation Act of Colorado”, if a firefighter
contracts cancer of the brain, skin, digestive system, hematological system, or genitourinary
system, the condition or impairment shall be deemed to have occurred within the course and scope
of employment unless a physical examination of such firefighter shows evidence of such condition
or impairment that preexisted employment.

Status: 04/24/2007 Passed Third Reading in Senate. To be referred to Governor for action.

Notes: The bill was amended to require the CDLE to provide a report to the legislature by March 1,
2008 regarding the number of claims allowed pursuant to the Act and the cost of workers comp
claims associated with the legislation. The bill was also amended to lower the standard for
rebuttable evidence from "clear and convincing medical evidence" to "a preponderance of the
evidence".

The Colorado Municipal League has formally requested a veto from the governor of HB 07-1008. A
copy of the veto request letter can be found on the CML website at:
http://www.cml.org/policy center/memoranda.html.

HBO7-1031, Concerning Length of Service Awards for Bona Fide Volunteers Who Provide
Qualified Emergency Services.

Bill Summary: Specifies that a governing body of an emergency service provider may adopt and
administer an IRS 457 (e) (11) length of service award plan for bona fide volunteers.

Status: 03/26/2007 Governor Signed into law.

Notes: HB 1031 is state enabling legislation, allowing fire departments and other emergency
services agencies to set up a “length of service award program,” which is already allowable under
the U. S. Internal Revenue Code, Section 457(e)(11). This bill was necessary to conform state
statutes to IRS requirements, so that there are not conflicts and unintended consequences.

HBO7-1078, Concerning the Authority of a County to License Persons Engaging in the
Business of Being a Contractor with The County.

Bill Summary: Authorizes any county in the state to establish a licensing program to require a
person who engages in the business of being a building contractor within the county to obtain a
license from the county prior to engaging in the business.

Status: 04/09/2007 Governor Signed into law.
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HBO7-1092, Concerning the Authority of County Governments to Regulate Fireworks.

Bill Summary: Authorizes the board of county commissioners of a county to prohibit or restrict the
sale, use, and possession of fireworks in the unincorporated areas of the county. Prohibits a county
from permitting or authorizing the sale, use, or possession of fireworks in violation of state
fireworks laws.

Status: 04/16/2007 Governor Signed into law.

Notes: HB 1092, as enacted permits a county to prohibit or restrict the sale, use, and possession of
fireworks, including permissible fireworks, within all or part of the unincorporated areas of the
county. However, it includes an exception that any such ordinance shall not be in effect between
May 31 and July 5 of any year unless the ordinance includes an express finding, based on
competent evidence, that the danger of forest or grass fires is high in the areas of the county in
which the ordinance applies.

HBO7-1117, Concerning The Requirement That A Protective Helmet Be Worn By A Person
Under Eighteen Years Of Age During The Operation Of Certain Vehicles.

Bill Summary: Requires a person under 18 years of age who is an operator of a motorcycle or
motorized bicycle and a person under 18 years of age who is a passenger on a motorcycle or
motorized bicycle to wear a protective helmet that is designed according to certain specifications.

Status: 05/01/2007 Passed Third Reading in Senate. To be referred to Governor for action.
House Bill 07-1153, Concerning a Tax Rebate for Volunteer Firefighters.

Bill Summary: For the 2007-08 and 2008-09 fiscal years, allows a qualified volunteer firefighter to
apply for a tax rebate through the department of revenue for a specified amount for 2 consecutive
years.

Status: 04/11/2007 House Committee on Appropriations - Postpone Indefinitely

HBO7-1159, Concerning the Manner in Which a Special District Conducts a Ballot Issue
Election.

Bill Summary: Requires all special district ballot issue elections to be conducted either as part of a
coordinated election or in accordance with the provisions of the "Mail Ballot Election Act".

Status: 04/30/2007 — Sent to the Governor

HBO7-1199, Concerning "Uniform Emergency the Enactment of the Volunteer Health
Practitioners Act".

Bill Summary: Enacts the "Uniform Emergency Volunteer Health Practitioners Act", drafted by the
national conference of commissioners on uniform state laws. Allows a health care practitioner who
is licensed in another state to volunteer to provide assistance in this state for the duration of an
emergency requiring substantial health care assistance if such other state has a registry listing for
the volunteer that conforms to certain standards.

Status: 04/18/2007 Senate Consideration of Conference Committee Report — Repass. To be
referred to Governor for action.
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House Bill 07-1229, Concerning an Enhancement of the Penalties for the Operators of
Commercial Vehicles Who Fail to Comply With Inclement Weather Restrictions

Bill Summary: Enhances the penalties for failing to comply with snow and mud restrictions while
operating a commercial vehicle.

Status: 04/25/2007 Senate Third Reading Passed. To be referred to Governor for action.

House Bill 07-1344, Concerning the Authority of a Local Government to Levy an
Increased Increment of Sales Tax to Finance Local Improvement Expenditures.

Bill Summary: Authorizes the board of county commissioners of a county to levy a sales tax of not
more than a specified percentage to be used for public safety improvements (tax). Defines "public
safety improvements" to include capital expenditures and operational costs.

Status: 05/01/2007 Senate Third Reading Passed. To be referred to Governor for action.

A summary of all bills the CSFCA is tracking, their status, and the association position is attached.
Copies of all referenced bills can be downloaded from the CSFCA website at:
http://www.colofirechiefs.org/leqgislative.htm

For comments or questions concerning this Legislative Update, contact Paul L. Cooke, CSFCA
Executive Director at (720) 847-8116 or paul@coloradofirechiefs.org.
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