Sample Letter to the Members of Congress

May ___, 2007

The Honorable (full name)

Address

Dear Senator (or Representative): 


I write to express my deep concern about the Department of Justice's (DOJ) administration of the Public Safety Officers Benefit (PSOB) program, particularly with its slow implementation of the Hometown Heroes Survivors Benefit Act (PL 108-182). With the DOJ having made only two positive Hometown Heroes determinations out of the nearly 250 claims it has received, we believe it has misinterpreted the intent of Congress in enacting the law by forcing families to deal with unnecessary bureaucratic hurdles to prove their claims.

Hometown Heroes, which passed unanimously in both Houses of Congress three years ago, reflects the intention of Congress to provide a "presumptive benefit" to the families of public safety officers who die from a heart attack or stroke in the line of duty unless there is strong evidence to the contrary:

"If a public safety officer dies as the direct and proximate result of a heart attack or stroke, the officer shall be presumed to have died as the direct and proximate result of a personal injury sustained in the line of duty."

The legislation was motivated by the fact that firefighters, police officers and other public safety officers put themselves at risk every day, including the risks that their stressful and strenuous activity will result in a heart attack or stroke. This is confirmed by the results of a recent Harvard study, which shows that firefighters are up to 100 times more likely than the general public to die of a heart attack or stroke. These men and women, who serve our country and their communities so valiantly, deserve no less than our full support in ensuring their families are cared for when they make the ultimate sacrifice.

Congressmen Bob Etheridge (D-NC) and Peter King (R-NY) and Senators Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and Arlen Specter (R-PA) are asking their colleagues to sign onto a letter to President Bush expressing concern with the manner in which the Department of Justice (DOJ) is implementing the Hometown Heroes Survivor Benefits Act.  I am asking you to sign onto this letter.

While no amount of money can ease the sorrow of losing a loved one, the United States government should keep it’s commitment to our firefighters, EMS, and law enforcement personnel.  The PSOB was created to make sure those individuals who served their communities, and the nation as a whole, had the piece of mind that their families would be cared for should they be called upon to make the ultimate sacrifice.  


Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. I look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,
