COLORADO STATE FIRE CHIEFS’> ASSOCIATION

Post Office Box 3945 m Englewood, Colorado 80155
Phone: (720) 874-8116 m Fax: (720) 862-2181

MEMORANDUM
To: CSFCA URA/TIF Working Group
From: Paul L. Cooke, Executive Director
Subject: Fire Protection District Percentage of Total Mill Levies
Date: October 15, 2009
Chiefs,

In an effort to better explain and support with data the impact of TIF on fire protection districts, |
conducted a limited analysis of fire protection district percentage of total mill levies. For this analysis, |
pulled together assessor data for 21 fire protection districts in the northern front range that provide
service to municipalities. The attached tables summarize the data.

It could have probably been my hypothesis, but determining an “average” percentage of total mill levies
attributable to fire protection districts is problematic.

First, there are significant differences in the mill levies assessed by fire protection districts. | examined
the 2008 mill levies for 71 fire protection districts located in Adams, Jefferson, Arapahoe, Douglas, Weld
and Larimer Counties. The median levy for these 71 fire protection districts is 7.507 mills. The lowest
levy is 0.635 mills (West Douglas County FPD) and the highest is 21.000 mills (Sable-Altura FPD).

Second, there can be significant differences in separate taxing areas within the same fire protection
district, based upon differences in overlapping tax entities. The following examples depict the variability
of the percentage of total tax burden within a fire protection district.

Fire Protection District Percentage of Total Mill Levies

Percentage of

Fire Protection District Total Mill Levies
West Metro Fire Protection District

Tax Area 7015 14.7%

Tax Area 7116 10.2%
South Metro Fire Rescue

Tax Area 1412 (Centennial, Arapahoe County) 9.2%

Tax Area 2971 (Lone Tree, Douglas County) 9.9%
Greater Brighton Fire Protection District

Tax Area 2032 (Brighton) 13.8%

Tax Area 2166 (Lochbuie) 4.2%
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The “average” percentage of total mill levies attributable to fire protection districts for the 21 fire
protection districts examined was 8.6%. The low was 2.5% (South Adams FPD) and the high was 15.7%
(Parker FPD).

While it is clear that this analysis needs to be performed for each specific urban renewal area proposal, |
believe it is safe for us to use these figures when speaking in general terms about the impact of TIF on
fire protection districts. However, in doing so we should reference the limitations of our analysis, as the
validity of this data is limited to the Front Range counties that were studied.

Please let me know if you have any comments or questions.

Paul
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